Eighth Grade Course Description

Arte

¢ Qué ensenamos?

Técnicas y géneros utilizados en las artes.

¢, Como lo enseinamos?

Usando las realidades variedad de géneros con técnicas diferentes desde el lapiz hasta
el grabado.

¢, Como lo evaluamos?

Herramientas de la clase para elaborar los diferentes temas,buscando en la web.se
evalua proceso de cada tema y como utiliza cada uno su mejor manera de expresar el
arte.

Algebra

What do we teach?

Math

How do we teach it?

Independent practice, group practice, math related activities.
How do we assess it?

Test, quizzes and performance tasks.

Digital Learning III

¢ Qué ensenamos?

Google y sus aplicaciones (documentos, hojas de calculo, presentaciones, sites,
formularios, drive, entre otros) nivel avanzado.

¢ Como lo enseinamos?

Usando la plataforma Google para la educacién, en las distintas aplicaciones, los
estudiantes podran aprender el uso de cada una de ella orientados por el profesor en
clase.

¢ Como lo evaluamos?

Mediante proyectos asignados en clase y también proyectos transversales, que podran
trabajar remotamente. Actividades revisadas dentro del salon de clase de forma
individual y personalizadas.

Earth Science

What do we teach?

In this course, students will develop an understanding of a wide range of topics in Earth
and Space Science based on the Next Generation Science Standards. The six Earth
and Space Science topics covered in this course are: 1) Space Systems, 2) History of
Earth, 3) Earth’s Interior Systems, 4) Earth’s Surface Systems, 5) Weather and Climate,
and 6) Human Impacts.



How do we teach it?

In this class, students will be challenged to be risk-takers, show initiative, be curious,
reflective and resilient.

Through an inquiry-based learning approach, students will seek to answer essential
questions. An important practice of our inquiry approach to learning will be making our
thinking visible and documenting our thinking and learning processes.

How do we assess it?

All Earth Science Units of Inquiry are based on the Next Generation Science Standards.
Each standard is a Performance Expectation that is made up of 1) Disciplinary Core
Ideas (content), 2) Science and Engineering Practices, and 3) Cross-Cutting Concepts.
Students will be assessed and evaluated on all three components. Formative
assessments will be given throughout a unit of inquiry to guide teacher instruction and
student learning. Formative assessments will count for 25% of the final grade.
Summative assessments, in the form of written exams, performance tasks or labs,
individual and group projects, as well as presentations will be given throughout each
unit of study and will make up 75% of each student's final grade on the report card. *In
some cases an assignment that may cover many different concepts or skills may be
broken down into different sections for the purpose of grading.

Educacion Fisica

¢ Qué ensenamos?

Educacidn fisica, vida saludable y fundamentacion deportiva.

¢, Como lo enseinamos?

A través de desarrollo de la condicidon fisica general, conceptos de vida saludable,
aplicacién de examen de fithessgram, ejecucion de circuitos motrices, fundamentacion
técnica de diferentes disciplinas deportivas.

¢, Como lo evaluamos?

Realizacion y sustentacién de proyectos de vida saludable, evaluacion escrita por
niveles del programa de fitnessgram, ejecucion de pruebas fisicas y deportivas,
participacion en las actividades de clase.

English Language Arts

What do we teach?

This course focuses on reading, writing, speaking, listening, and collaborative strategies
that are used purposefully to build knowledge and skills and to help students become
independent readers, writers, and thinkers in English as they continue to progressively
build the skills necessary for academic success in middle school. The primary goals of
the course are to foster independent learning, encourage in-depth exploration of the
content, and develop strong academic habits, with an emphasis on communication
skills.

How do we teach it?

In this class, participation is a must. Students will become better English speakers
through verbal shareouts, answering comprehension questions, sharing thoughts and
opinions and through reading selected fiction and nonfiction texts aloud in addition to



individually. Every day starts with a Do Now in the notebook, usually focused on a
connection between the student and the content, we then move into our agenda but
every class will include multiple opportunities for students to verbally share out.
Homework is given on most nights and will usually be checked after the do now and
before the mini-lesson. Several times a week there are opportunities for small group
work.

How do we assess it?

Learning will be assessed through the lens of the aforementioned course skills. There
will be opportunities for assessment with reading comprehension quizzes, writing
prompts, essays, Socratic circles, presentations, debates, etc.

Espanol

¢ Qué ensenamos?

Habilidades orales y escritas para la comprension de toda clase de textos y realidades.
¢, Como lo enseinamos?

A través de la creacion e interpretacion de diferentes tipos de textos tanto orales como
escritos.

¢, Como lo evaluamos?

Por medio de la puesta en practica de todos los conceptos aprendidos y ejercitados en
clase.

Musica

¢ Qué ensenamos?

Se ensenfia el uso del software Noteflight.com, a través del cual se pondra en practica la
lecto/escritura musical. El curso tiene un componente de la historia de la notacion
musical y un componente de actualidad en el que se trata de la relacion entre la musica
y las redes sociales.

¢, Como lo enseinamos?

En integracion Musica/Tecnologia (y en casa con sus propios computadores), y bajo las
instrucciones de los profesores se desarrollara el aprendizaje de la pagina
www.Noteflight.com. La parte tedrica sera muy dinamica, didactica e interactiva a través
de videos, ejercicios ritmicos, audiciones y otros.

¢, Como lo evaluamos?

A través de evaluaciones formativas para aquellos aspectos teéricos (talleres, trabajos,
material que se comparta en Google Classroom, entre otros) y sumativas para los
aspectos practicos (instrumento, ensambles parciales y generales, técnicas, etc)
durante las unidades con el fin de observar y medir el progreso de los estudiantes.
Cada una de sus anteriores tiene su respectiva rubrica.

Sociales de Colombia

¢ Qué ensenamos?

Leer, comprender e interpretar el mundo.
¢, Como lo enseinamos?



Enseflamos con los lineamiento del Ministerio de Educacién Colombia y con la emocion
de aprender.

¢, Como lo evaluamos?

Variedad de formas.

Values

What do we teach?

Students can expect to learn the main characteristics of a healthy relationship, assertive
conflict resolution strategies, key values in a friendship and how to face moral dilemmas
in different real life situations.

Through this course students will be taught strategies and tools that allows them to
choose and consolidate a group of friends, find support in them and resolve conflicts
assertively when they feel pressured to do something that goes against their will,
showing capacity for empathy and responsibility.

How do we teach it?

The class methodology is developed through the study and evaluation of cases in which
students will identify the assertive way to deal with situations in their school environment
taking into account the school values (REACHES).

Additionally, as a classroom will work through educational workshops guided by the
teacher, where basic concepts about values and emotional intelligence are taught, in
which students apply the concepts developed in class. This implies oral presentations,
manual work and production of audiovisual material.

How do we assess it?

To be able to show evidence of mastery students will be capable of resolve conflicts
assertively, responding to situations (case studies) and defending a point of view that
shows responsible decision making and taking ownership for their actions.

For this specific course, students should comprehend the best way to address a difficult
social situation and also to communicate their emotions honestly and assertively, having
self-control of their actions and reactions towards people. We will assess it through oral
presentations, development of written workshops, audiovisual projects for conflict
resolution and bullying prevention.

Spanish as a Second Language

What do we teach?

SSL program is focused on foreign students who came to the school with no knowledge
of the Spanish language. It facilitates the transition into the culture, and the acquisition
of a second language that will help them to understand and communicate in the new
environment students are involved.



Students will work on some units like " “TODO SOBRE TI”, “TIEMPO LIBRE”, “EN
CLASE” where they will learn some essential vocabulary, questions, expressions and
other contextualized content who will help them to build useful learning and to put it into
practice

How do we teach it?

SSL uses a wide range of communicative, collaborative and technological techniques
so students can achieve the goals. Our classroom is divided into several sections in
order that they can have flexible spaces to explore, and work on their language abilities;
some of them are “Rincén de lectura”, “Club de conversacion”, “Inspirando autores” all
of these spots are thought as an answer to focus on the student’s needs. In addition, we
use tools such as Raz-Kids, BrainPOP to enhance students in the language acquisition
process.

How do we assess it?

SSL Program at COJOWA is based on the Common European Framework of
Reference for Language Standards. The CEFR is described as a guideline used to
determine achievements of learning according to levels. The CEFR is divided into 6
levels of knowledge:

* A1-A2: Beginners

* B1-B2: Intermediate

+ C1-C2: Advanced

At COJOWA, we are looking after achieving an Intermediate level of knowledge
(B1-B2), which means the child is able to understand and communicate in Spanish at
an Intermediate level and is ready to attend a regular Spanish class and socialize in a
real context. In SSL these levels are divided into sublevels, the student could fit in any
of these categories and will excel in order to get a B1-B2.

In SSL we work based on the students' individual needs, so they can grow depending
on their performance using the target language.

Assessment will consist in Students’ performance, Oral presentations, Projects,
Classroom assignments, and Quizzes-exams. All these based on 5 categories:
-Writing

-Speaking

-Listening

-Reading

-Class performance (participation, attendance, homework)



